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SUMMARY OF CASES ACCEPTED
DURING THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 26, 2001

[This news release is issued to inform the public and the press of cases that the
Supreme Court has accepted and of their general subject matter.  The description or
descriptions set out below do not necessarily reflect the view of the court, or define the
specific issues that will be addressed by the court.]

#01-18  Degrassi v. Cook, S094248.  (B136407; 85 Cal.App.4th 163.)  Petition for

review after the Court of Appeal affirmed the judgment in a civil action.  This case

concerns whether a private cause of action for damages can be brought for the alleged

violation of the right to free expression under article I, section 2, of the state Constitution.

#01-19  Marshall on Habeas Corpus, S069023.  Original proceeding.  In this case,

which is related to the automatic appeal in People v. Marshall, 13 Cal.4th 799, the court

issued an order to show cause on claims of ineffective assistance of trial counsel,

presentation of false testimony, and the trial court’s refusal to review or disclose

correctional records of prosecution witness.

#01-20  People v. Sinohui, S094039.  (G024883).  Unpublished opinion.  Petition

for review after the Court of Appeal reversed a judgment of conviction of criminal

offenses.  This case presents issues concerning the proper application of the exception to

the spousal privilege set forth in Evidence Code section 972, subdivision (e)(2).

#01-21  People v. Sanders, S094088.  (F033862; 84 Cal.App.4th 1211.)  Petition

for review after the Court of Appeal reversed judgments of conviction of a criminal

offense.  The court ordered briefing deferred pending decision in People v. Moss,

Judicial Council of California
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS

Public Information Office
(415) 865-7740

Lynn Holton, Public Information Officer

NEWS



2

S087478 (#00-79), which concerns whether a peace officer who searches a probationer

subject to a search condition violates the Fourth Amendment rights of that individual if

the officer is ignorant of the condition.

DISPOSITIONS

#99-133  People v. Jennings, S079992, was transferred to the Court of Appeal for

reconsideration in light of Lilly v. Virginia, 527 U.S. 116.

The following cases were dismissed and remanded to the Court of Appeal:

#99-11  People v. Vasquez, S074941.

#99-67  People v. Ruse, S077240.

#99-139  People v. Haynes, S080149.

STATUS

#00-127  McKown v. Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., S091097.  In this case, in which

briefing was previously ordered deferred, the court ordered briefing limited to the issue of

whether, under the decisions in Privette v. Superior Court (1993) 5 Cal.4th 689 and

Toland v. Sunland Housing Group, Inc. (1998) 18 Cal.4th 253, an employee of an

independent contractor is barred from pursuing a lawsuit against the hirer of the

independent contractor on the theory the hirer negligently provided unsafe equipment.

#00-139  Hooker v. Department of Transportation, S091601.  In this case, in

which briefing was previously ordered deferred, the court ordered briefing limited to the

issue of whether under the decisions in Privette v. Superior Court (1993) 5 Cal.4th 689

and Toland v. Sunland Housing Group, Inc. (1998) 18 Cal.4th 253, an employee of an

independent contractor is barred from pursuing a lawsuit against the hirer of the

independent contractor on the theory the hirer negligently exercised control it had

retained.
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